
MAKING AN INFERENCE 
 

Inference:  process of judging, concluding, or 
reasoning by combining the clues the author 
leaves for the reader with the knowledge the 
reader already has. 
 
Author’s Clues + Existing Knowledge = Inference 
 
Exercise 1:  Read each of the sentences and then tell the 
information you know that wasn’t stated in the sentence. 
 
Ex 1:   
There is poison ivy growing around the trees at the back of our 
yard.    
 

Author’s Clues +   Existing Knowledge   =     Inference 
 

 
 
Ex 2: 
I waited at the café for fifteen minutes, but you didn’t come. 
 

Author’s Clues +   Existing Knowledge   =     Inference 
 

 

poison ivy               ‘poison’ is not good for us
 

back of our yard  

We should stay 
away from the 
back of our yard.  

Waited 15 
minutes 

Waiting by myself in a 
crowded cafe would be 
awkward/uncomfortable 

 
      You didn’t 

come 
 

I felt stupid because I was 
alone and wondered what 

happened to you. 

I finally left, and 
you better have 
a good excuse 
for not showing 

up! 



Read the passage, and then answer the questions by filling in the boxes. 
Sample Passage:  Making Inferences with Answer Key 

 
     The man walked steadily along the road.  On one side he could see the 
castle, with the archers standing guard on the battlements.  To his left was the 
dark and gloomy forest, where the bears and wolves still roamed.  He watched 
and listened for signs of danger, because it would be many hours before he 
reached his home.  But he thought he might reach it before darkness fell. 
 

Author’s Clues Existing 
Knowledge 

Inference made  
 
1.  Did this 
happen 
recently? 

Castle, archers, 
battlements 

These sound like 
words used in 
medieval times. 

This took place a 
LONG TIME AGO! 

Author’s Clues Existing 
Knowledge 

Inference made  
 
2.  Why didn’t 
he go by bus? 
 

Castle, archers, 
battlements 
 

These sound like 
words used in 
medieval times. 

Took place a long 
time ago and buses 
were not invented yet. 

Author’s Clues Existing 
Knowledge 

Inference made  
 
3.  Was it early 
in the day? 
 

Dark, gloomy forest 
 
Many hours before 
he reached home 
 
Thought he’d reach 
it before darkness 

Many hours is a long 
time, and reaching his 
home before dark 
must mean it is day 
time. 

Yes, it is early in the 
day. 

Author’s Clues Existing 
Knowledge 

Inference made  
 
4.  Did he see 
any cars? 
 

Castle, archers, 
battlements 
 

These sound like 
words used in 
medieval times. 

NO, cars were not 
invented yet either. 

Author’s Clues Existing 
Knowledge 

Inference made  
 
5.  Was the 
castle on his 
left side? 
 

To his left was the 
dark and gloomy 
forest. 
 
 
 
 
 

If forest is on his left, 
the castle is on his 
right. 

NO, the castle is not 
on his left  side, the 
forest is. 



MAKING AN INFERENCE (Practice Sheet) 
 

Inference:  
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________ + ________________ = Inference 

 
Directions:  Read each of the sentences and then tell the information 
you know that wasn’t stated in the sentence. 
 
Ex 1:   
There is poison ivy growing around the trees at the back of our 
yard.    
 

Author’s Clues +   Existing Knowledge   =     Inference 
 

 
 
Ex 2:   
I waited at the café for fifteen minutes, but you didn’t come. 
 

Author’s Clues +   Existing Knowledge   =     Inference 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 



Name_________________________________    Date: _________________ 
 
Read the passage, and then answer the questions by filling in the boxes. 
 
Passage:  [Put your passage here or the page number that you want your 
students to read. Next, put five (+ or -) questions in the boxes.] 
 

Author’s Clues Existing 
Knowledge 

Inference made  
1.   
  

 
 
 
 

  

Author’s Clues Existing 
Knowledge 

Inference made  
2. 
  

 
 
 
 

  

Author’s Clues Existing 
Knowledge 

Inference made  
3.   
  

 
 
 
 

  

Author’s Clues Existing 
Knowledge 

Inference made  
4.   

 
 
 
 
 

  

Author’s Clues Existing 
Knowledge 

Inference made  
 
5.   
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